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the constitutional standpoint that settlement was full of sig-
THE SETTLE- nificance. By the relaxation of their grip on
MENT OF 1815 Poland and the simultaneous acquisition oi
large provinces in the heart of Germany and upon the Rhine
frontier the HohenzoUern were unconsciously laying the
foundations of Prussian hegemony and Germany unity.
The gravitation of the Habsburgs towards non-German
lands in the South was equally significant. The surrender
of the Netherlands and the establishment of a preponderant.
influence in Italy proved that she was concentrating her
energies upon the consolidation of her dynastic interests, to
the exclusion of those of Germany.
The constitutional settlement was, as we have seen, a
grievous disappointment to the patriotic party. Only in
Prussia was there any genuine anxiety for a strong bond
Of unity, and even there opinion was divided. Austria was
equally opposed to a revival of the old Empire and to the
substitution of any effective federal union. The smaller
States desired the system which would interfere least with
their own autocratic government. As to unity they were,
for the most part, entirely indifferent.
The 'Bund' was the characteristic outcome of these
divergent and ambitious interests. It encouraged the auto-
cratic tendencies of the sovereign princes, and at the same
time provided the weakest guarantees for national defence
and the slenderest basis for national unity.
But no more in Germany than in Italy could the diplo-
matists efface the effects of the Napoleonic occupation.
Napoleon had let light into many dark places; he had
reduced the political divisions from 400 to 40; he had
imposed taxes which were equal though severe; he had
introduced a legal and administrative system which was
'coherent and effective: above all, he had roused the Ger-
man people to fight him. He had no intention of .making
a united Germany any more than a united Italy, but in both
cases he contributed powerfully though unconsciously to
that consummation.
The period of German history between 1815 and 1848 is